This issue of the Canadian Journal ofPsychiatry introduces a special section on psychosomatic medicine. This section is intended to highlight articles of particular interest and of high quality from all aspects of psychosomatic medicine. The term "psychosomatic medicine", applied here in its broadest sense, refers to the study of the interplay between biological and psychosocial factors in the development, course, and outcome of diseases (1) . Such biological-psychological interactions are relevant at such levels as the biophysiological, behavioural, and psychological. Consultation-liaison psychiatry may be regarded as the application of psychosomatic principles at the interface between psychiatry and the rest of medicine. (2) . As was recently argued (3), the schism which has sometimes existed between consultationliaison psychiatry and the scientific foundations of psychosomatic medicine seems inappropriate and counterproductive. Readers interested in the historical aspects of these fields and the interrelationships between them are referred to a number of recent reviews (1, (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) .
The articles in this section on psychosomatic medicine illustrate the breadth of this field and its relevance to basic science and clinical practice. They demonstrate the link between biological and psychosocial factors in various aspects of psychopathology. Furthermore, this collection of papers studies problems and clinical populations at all stages of life.
Goldberg et al report findings from an interesting and sophisticated study of the impact of physical illness during childhood on attachment and parent-child relationships. Although not conclusive, data suggest that mother-child relationships might be altered by childhood illness. Of equal importance, Goldberg et al have refined the methodology necessary to scientifically test such hypotheses. In another paper on the interrelationship between biological and psychosocial factors in infancy, Wittenberg reviews.the literature on psychiatric morbidity in premature infants and discusses possible therapeutic interventions. The particular vulnerabilities of premature infants and the inevitable stresses of the ICU setting increase the likelihood of psychological disturbance and of mismatches between the needs of these infants and the effects of the treatments used.
Kaplan's paper is a comprehensive review of the medical aspects of eating disorders, particularly those most common in adolescence and early childhood. Although the psychological aspects of these conditions have received extensive attention in the psychiatric literature, the medical causes and consequences of eating disorders are often poorly understood by psychiatric practitioners. Goldbloom and Garfinkel review a more specific relationship between biology and psychology in their examination of the serotonin (5-HT) hypothesis of the pathogenesis of bulimia nervosa. They discuss the evidence of 5-HT dysregulation in bulimia ner-725 vosa and propose research strategies to investigate this hypothesis further.
The relationship between depression and endocrine abnormalities related to thyroid functioning are explored in the paper by Joffe. Referring both to his own work and to others, he examines the relationship between psychiatric symptoms and clinical thyroid disease and. more specifically, that between thyroid function and affective illness. Finally, he reviews the effects of this research on treatment. The last paper in this section, by Craven, on the psychiatric aspects of lung transplants, includes data based on 116 lung transplant applicants. He reports on the frequency and types of psychiatric disturbances identified before and after lung transplantation, and describes interventions developed by their research group to prevent and treat psychiatric complications in these high risk patients.
The section on psychosomatic medicine will be a periodic feature of the Canadian Journal of Psychiatry and we wish to encourage researchers in this area to submit their work for consideration. We hope that the papers included in this issue are representative of the scope and quality of work currently being conducted in the field of psychosomatic medicine. In future issues, we hope that a broader geographic distribution of investigators will be represented, although all submissions will be judged only in terms of their quality. We hope that this section of the Journal will provide a forum for the dissemination of new and interesting findings and wiil facilitate communication among researchers and practitioners in this field.
